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♦ Spotlight   Stories ♦  
Reducing   Pollution  

By   Likhita   Muppidi  
 
Did   you   know   that   3   Lake   Michigan   beaches   closed   down   after   the   Northwest   Indiana  

Steel   Mill   Dump   and   they   only   realized   the   harm   they   had   done   when   they   found   a   bunch   of  
passed   out   fish?   Factories   not   only   hurt   marine   animals,   but   also   us   humans.   It   pollutes   the   air   we  
breathe.   A   few   reasons   we   should   lower   the   use   of   factory   pollution   are   that   some   animals   go  
extinct   because   of   factory   pollution;   it   destroys   habitats   and   then   animals   have   no   place   to   live;  
And,   it   affects   mating   rituals.   Pollution   affects   the   overall   quality   of   the   lives   of   animals   and  
people.  

The   first   reason   is   that   animals   go   extinct   or   go   endangered.   Sperm   Whales,   Cory's  
Shearwater,    Pacific   Loggerhead   Sea   Turtle,   and   a   lot   more   are   endangered.   They   become  
endangered   by   eating   other   animals   that   live   in   the   ocean   like   fish,   which   have   consumed   plastic  
or   other   human   waste.    For   example,    a   fish   might   have   eaten   plastic   accidentally,   then   the   animals  
that   ate   that   fish   might   also   suffer   and   die.   Then,   the   food   chain   goes   farther   down   and   the   last  
animal   that   eats   the   fish   also   eats   toxic   waste.   That’s   how   much   damage   water   pollution   does   to  
innocent   animals.  

The   second   reason   is   that   pollution   also   greatly   affects   animal   habitats.   For   example,   it  
can   poison   soil   and   waterscapes,   lead   to   diseases,   and   contaminate   the   air   we   breathe.   Also,   did  
you   know   that   toads'   physical   behavior   can   actually   change   by   their   air   pollution?   For   instance,  
when   plants   grow   in   the   poisoned   soil,   the   plant   gets   harmful   and   when   an   animal   eats   it,   it   also  
has   poison   in   it,   and   then   the   food   chain   goes   on   and   on.   Some   animals   live   in   places   with   a   lot  
of   plants   and   the   soil   gets   poisoned   by   air   pollution   which   hurts   the   animals.   Air   pollution   does  
more   damage   than   we   think   and   we   have   to   lower   how   much   gets   released.   

The   last   problem   with   pollution   is   it   results   in   littering,   which   in   turn   ruins   habitats   and  
animals.   For   example,   do   you   know   that   animals   are   sometimes   caught   in   plastic   bags   and   end   up  
choking   on   it?   Littering   can   destroy   homes   and   it’s   nature   all   around   us.   Humans   can   also  
experience   negative   consequences   that   can   impact   your   life   and   health.   Land   pollution   has   a   lot  
of   affects   to   the   world   around   itself.  

In   conclusion,   a   way   we   can   stop   this   from   happening   is   by   lowering   the   use   of   pollution  
in   simple   ways   like   using   bikes   instead   of   cars   for   traveling   short   distances.   We   can   also   not   litter  
in   the   ocean   because   it   goes   a   long   way   when   the   waves   pull   it   to   shore,   making   a   big   mess.   You  
should   try   to   limit   your   use   of   plastic   and   instead   of   plastic,   you   could   use   steel   or   glass.   Animals  
are   suffering   from   pollution   and   we   have   to   help   them.   

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••  
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Fre�   Educatio�!  
B�   Ayath�   Mages�  

 
I   think   everyone   should   have   free   education.   I   think   education   is   very   important.   
One   reason   I   think   education   is   important   because   I   think   everyone   should   have   a   chance  

to   have   a   good   job.   Now   let   me   explain   why!   
So   in   most   jobs   you   have   to   have   education   and   lots   of   knowledge.   You   need   to   go   to  

school   to   learn   about   the   topic   of   what   job   you   are   going   to.  
  The   second   reason   everyone   should   have   free   education   is   because   you   need   to   gain  

knowledge   at   school.   If   you   don't   go   to   school,   how   are   you   going   to   know   what   is   around   you?  
And   what's   happening   in   the   world.   You   need   to   know   what's   happening   or   else   you   will   do  
something   that   you   are   not   supposed   to   do.   And   you   won’t   learn   rights   from   wrongs   and   might  
get   caught   for   doing   something   bad.   

The   third   reason   is   it's   not   fair   you   don't   get   education   because   you   don't   have   money.  
Only   people   who   have   money   can   have   education   is   not   fair.   This   means   that   if   you   don't   have  
money,   you   can't   gain   knowledge.   It's   really   important   that   everyone   gets   knowledge.   I   can   help  
by   asking   a   local   library   to   keep   free   sessions   every   day   so   kids   who   can't   go   to   school   can   get   at  
least   a   tiny   bit   of   education   in   the   library.   Also   maybe   I   can   talk   to   my   parents   about   this.   That's  
why   free   education   is   important.  

*Spotlight   Stories   End   Here*  

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••  
 

Helping   Those   in   Need  
By   Aarav   Vashi  

 
There   are   people   who   are   in   need   for   necessary   stuff.   They   really   need   them   but   they  

don’t   have   these   kinds   of   things.   They   need   a   shelter,   bed,   food   and   many   more   things   that   they  
can’t   afford.   We   should   help   these   types   of   homeless   and   poor   people.   I   want   to   do   that   because   I  
want   to   see   less   poor   people.   I   want   people   to   be   eligible   to   do   things   that   normal   people   can   do.  
There   would   be   more   people   that   can   afford   things   that   are   necessary.   I   would   help   people   by  
donating   money   and   give   them   the   necessities   needed.   

∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷  
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Poverty  
By   Ashvin   Kumar  

 
Have   you   ever   thought   of   the   people   in   poverty?   Well   you   should   probably   feel   empathy  
for   them.   I   will   tell   you   what   poverty   is,   three   reasons   it   affects   those   people,   and   something  
you   can   do   to   help   those   people!  

First   of   all,   poverty   is   when   people   are   very   poor.  
Now   let   me   tell   you   how   poverty   affects   people.   One   way   it   affects   people   is   that   they  

don’t   have   money   for   school.They   have   to   pay   money   (since   school   isn’t   free   everywhere,  
especially   countries   with   a   lot   of   poverty),   something   that   they   can’t   get   enough.   Also,   They  
are   very   very   poor.   The   poverty   range   in   Basking   Ridge   is   about   $863-$20,000.   And   just   so  
you   know,   mostly   the   people   have   about   $5,000.   Only   a   few   have   nearly   $20,000.   Lastly,  
they   are   not   surviving   well   because   they   need   to   save   their   money   and   their   food   will   cost   a   lot  
if   they   have   a   big   family   and   I   have   heard   in   India,   many   people   eat   out   of   trash   cans!   

Now   let   me   tell   you   one   thing    you    can   do   to   help   the   people   in   poverty.   You   can   go   to   a  
food   shelter   and   give   food   or   even   send   money   from   a   donation   link   or   app.  

This   is   what   poverty   is,   3   reasons   it   affects   people,   and   something   you   can   do   to   help  
those   people   in   poverty.  

 

∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷  
 

Don’t   Use   Skimmers  
By   Avinash   Kumar   

Don’t   use   Skimmers.   
All   of   them   explode   in   the   middle   of   the   ocean   and   spill   toxic   oil   everywhere.   They   leave  

animals   in   the   ocean   dying   behind   while   we   do   nothing   to   save   them.   Think   about   the   animals:  
how   they   suffer   from   the   oil,   their   poor   eyes   shrinking   from   it.   Instead,   use   the   rubber   paper   and  
put   it   around   the   spill   and   pull   it   to   shore   and   bring   it   somewhere   where   animals   can’t   reach.   

The   Gulf   of   Mexico   Oil   Spill   was   the   biggest   oil   spill   and   almost   left   one   of   the   penguin  
species   extinct.   It   even   harms   us   humans’   eyesight   when   it   even   touches   our   skin.   So   both  
animals   and   humans   will   be   safe   from   the   200   gallons   of   toxic   oil.   So   when   we   make   the   mess,  
let's   not   just   leave   it   there.   Let’s   clean   it   up.   

Some   people   might   be   wondering,   why   don’t   the   animals   clean   it   up   instead   of   us   if   it’s  
hurting   them?   Well,   we   all   know   there   can’t   be   penguins   on   a   ship   cleaning   it   up.   They   aren’t  
smart   enough   to   know   so   they   go   straight   in   the   oil.   So   instead   of   allowing   them   to   walk   towards  
a   suicidal   death,   we   have   to   clean   it   up   because   after   all,   it   is   our   fault   that   we   got   it   in   the   water  
in   the   first   place.   So   don’t   let   animals   suffer   from   the   oil   and   help   them!  
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Recycling  
By   Kareena   Patel  

 
Recycling   is   very   important   in   many   ways   and   today   we   will   learn   about   it   and   make   a  

change   in   the   world.  
Everybody   should   be   recycling   because   it   is   saving   the   world.   Did   you   know   that   only  

7%   of   the   world's   plastic   is   recycled.   We   need   more   people   to   recycle   plastic   so   people   can   make  
new   things   out   of   it.  

Another   reason   why   everybody   should   recycle   is   that   people   are   wasting.   Some   people  
don't   know   that   trash   goes   to   a   landfill   and   all   the   trash   piles   up.In   a   few   years   there   could   be   so  
much   landfill   we   will   not   have   any   place   to   live.   The   landfill   could   take   over   your   home.   A   lot   of  
people   throw   things   at   the   beach   like   plastic   bottles   and   once   the   animals   eat   it   they   could   die.  
Many   people   don’t   know   this   but   there   are   actually   mini   little   landfills   in   the   ocean   and   once   the  
animals   eat   it   they   die.  

To   help   with   this   situation   I   can   make   recycling   a   daily   thing   that   everyone   has   to   do  
because   some   people   don’t   recycle   which   makes   the   environment   bad.  

 

∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷  
 

Ways   To   Stop   Bullying  
By   Lohi   Nadella  

 
Hello,   My   fellow   Americans!   Today   I   want   to   stop   bullying.   
Some   people   are   being   bullied   and   feel   sad.   I   know   that   the   parents   of   the   kids   that   are  

bullied   will   agree,   so   my   fellow   Americans   why   don't   we   stop   bullying   all   together.   First   things  
first,   you   have   to   tell   your   parents   if   you   are   being   bullied.   Then,   if   the   bully   bullies   you   again,  
get   your   friends   to   back   you   up   so   you   could   tell   the   bully’s   parents   and   the   other   parents   and  
kids   that   got   bullied   by   him.   This   way   he   won’t   bully   anyone   again.   

Then   if   he   does   bully   you   again,   approach   the   principal   or   someone   with   high   authority  
so   he   could   stop   him   from   bullying,   and   he   can   keep   an   eye   one   him   so   the   bullying   can   be  
stopped   immediately.   Then,   he   won’t   bully   anyone   but   also   when   he   is   bullying   someone   the  
principal   might   be   walking   and   see   him   bully.   The   principal   will   give   him   detention,   and   that's  
how   you   stop   bullying.   So   see   you   next   time   fellow   Americans!  

∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷  
 

4  
 



 

Global   Warming   
By   Malay   Gupta  

 
Did   you   wonder   why   the   polar   ice   caps   are   melting?  
People   have   made   factories   and   throw   harmful   water   in   lakes   and   other   bodies   of   water,  

which   makes   the   Earth's   temperature   rise.   This   is   called   global   warming   and   is   caused   by  
pollution,   greenhouse   gases,   and   harmful   air.   This   causes   polar   ice   caps   to   melt.   Certain   animals  
that   need   a   certain   temperature   are   headed   toward   extinction.   Global   warming   can   flood   the  
entire   globe   because   polar   ice   caps   are   melting   and   will   release   over   1,000,000,000,000   gallons  
of   fresh   water!   

Global   warming   can   also   cause   arctic   animals   to   lose   their   home   in   Antarctica   because  
Antarctica   is   slowly   melting.   It   can   cause   avalanches   because   melted   snow   causes   the   snow   to  
fall   and   here   is   a   little   more   information   about   Global   warming:   “ The   increase   in   Earth's   average  
temperature   over   a   long   period   of   time.   Carbon   dioxide:   A   gas   released   by   the   burning   of   coal,  
natural   gas,   oil,   and   wood   that   traps   heat   in   the   atmosphere.   Carbon   footprint:   The   amount   of  
carbon   dioxide   one   human   releases   into   the   environment   in   a   year.”  

Ways   we   can   stop   global   warming   is   by   using   renewable   energy   sources   and   actually  
eating   the   food   we   buy—and   eating   less   meat   will   also   help.   More   solutions   to   global   warming  
include   using   hybrids   instead   of   depending   on   cars   that   run   on   diesel   and   gasoline.   Now   it   is   up  
to   you   to   take   small   steps   to   stop   global   warming!  

∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷  
 

Recycle   
By   Meghna   Srivarshini   

 
I   think   that   we   should   change   the   world   by   recycling   because   recycling   will   counteract   with  
pollution.   I   will   be   giving   a   couple   of   reasons   why   we   should   recycle.   

My   first   reason   is   that   we   should   stop   using   gas   cars   and   start   using   energy   powered   cars.  
We   can   help   the   environment   by   doing   this   so   if   you   want   to   help   the   environment   start   using  
energy   powered   cars.   Gas   cars   create   smoke   and   smoke   can   cause   diseases.   Union   of   Concerned  
scientists   says   “ Studies   have   linked   pollutants   from   vehicle   exhaust   to   adverse   impacts   on   nearly  
every   organ   system   in   the   body”   ( Union   of   Concerned   scientists   1).   This   shows   that   smoke   can  
cause   many   bad   things!  

Do   you   want   to   help   sea   animals?   Well,   we   can   help   sea   animals   by   recycling.   Did   you  
know   that   bottles,   grocery   bags   or   any   type   of   plastic   can   suffocate   or   kill   animals?   So   if   you  
want   to   help   the   sea   animals   you   can   help   them   by   recycling.   Did   you   know   people   found   a   very  
very   sick   whale   on   an   island   and   when   they   did   an   x-ray   on   the   whale   the   whale's   body   was   full  
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of   plastic?   And   unfortunately,   this   whale   could   not   live!   This   shows   that   we   need   to   help   the   sea  
animals   by   making   sure   that   WE   RECYCLE!!!  

We   can   make   sure   that   we   recycle   by   putting   recycle   bins   all   around   the   world   and  
reusing   plastic   so   that   then,   we   can   save   animals   from   going   to   extinction   and   we   can   save  
human   lives!!!  
 
Urls:     https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/cars-trucks-buses-and-air-pollution  
∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷  

 
Animal   Testing  

By   Sahana   Jayathilak  
 
Unfortunately,   these   days   animal   testing   have   become   a   norm   in   many   countries.   Animal  

testing   was   first   carried   out   by   Aristotle   during   the   Ancient   Greeks   period.   What   is   animal  
testing?   Animal   testing   is   the   use   of   non-human   animals   in   experiments.   It   is   different   from   field  
study   because   in   field   study   we   observe   animals   from   their   habitat   without   harming   them.  
Whereas,   in   animal   testing   it's   done   by   forcing   the   animals   to   eat   or   inhale   substances.   

It   is   said   that   testing   can't   be   done   without   harming   these   innocent   animals   because   we  
want   to   avoid   testing   on   humans   directly   so   this   is   the   best   alternative.   Most   of   the   beauty  
products,   cleaners   and   household   items   kill   millions   of   animals   to   test   their   products.   Animal  
testing   affects   animals   because   their   bodies   gets   damaged   by   all   the   burning   and   allergic  
reactions   they   have   to   undergo   from   the   chemicals.   Frogs,   fruit   flies,   monkeys,   rabbits,   rats   and  
mice   are   most   commonly   used   for   testing.   

Animal   testing   should   be   stopped   because   it   is   unfair.   It   is   also   mean   and   immoral  
science.   How   could   we   help   to   put   an   end   to   such   cruelty?   We   can   all   help   to   end   this   by  
avoiding   products   that   have   been   tested   on   animals.  

∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷  
 

A   Country   Full   of   Trash   
By   Siddharth   Rayachoti  

 
Do   you   know   how   much   trash   is   littered   each   day   in   America?   If   not,   I   will   tell   you.  

About   4.4   pounds   of   trash   is   littered   per   person   each   day   on   average,   and   about   51   billion   pieces  
of   trash   per   year!   
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I   went   to   the   beach   last   month   and   noticed   that   there   was   littering   throughout   the   entire  
ocean.   Everyone   should   feel   responsible   and   play   their   role   as   decent   humans.   I   am   trying   to  
reduce   it,   but   I   only   get   minimal   help   from   my   friends   and   family.   

Everyone   feels   it   is   just   a   waste   of   time   and   not   their   responsibility.   If   everyone   thinks  
like   that,   then   whose   responsibility   is   it?   I   think   there   needs   to   be   a   law   that   all   kids   need   to   clean  
litter   and   if   they   do   a   good   job,   then   they   should   get   a   badge   or   be   given   appreciation.   If   they  
clean   litter   when   they   are   kids,   they   won’t   litter   when   they   grow   up.   There   are   other   ways,   but   I  
think   this   is   the   best   way.  

∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷∷  
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